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Take it or leave it Billy said, walking away in disgust.
Grady started to say something but thought better of it. e was stll on
probation, lucky even to have a job, especially during such hard times.
‘Snow had alrcady begun to fll when Grady pulled out of the garage
at 3:01. 1t fell steadily al afternoon, creating a frosted wonderland
on the manicured lawns that lined West Hall. But by nightfal the
winding, twisting, and bending street was a driver's nightmare. £
‘The temperature plummeted, too, adding a new challenge to the
‘mounting snow. “Hurey up! Hurry up! | can't wait all day.” Grady
snapped at the boarding
passengers. "Get to the back of
the bus.” he hustled them on
impatiently. “You people know

the rules!

‘The regulars recognized Grady,
but except for a few muffled
groans they paid their fares and
rod
east side loop.

“Auntie! Now just why are you
taking your own good time getting.
off this bus?” Grady grumbled at
the st passenger.

“The woman struggled down the
wet,slippery steps. At the bottom
she looked over her shoulder.

sullen silence out to the

Her dark face held no cluc of any e
emotion. “Auntie? Did you really call me
Auntie?” she said. laughing sarcastically. "Well, well, welll | never knew
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Grady's face flushed with surprisc and anger. He shouted out the
door, “Don't get uppity with me! Yall know Aunie is what we call all
you old colored women.” Furious, he slammed the door against the
bitter cold. He shook his head in disgust. "I’ a waste of time trying to
be nice,”he told himsclf, &

But one look out the window made Grady refocus his attention toa
more immediate problem. The
weather had worsened. He
checked his watch. It was a

“It’s a waste of time
trying to be nice,”
he told himself.

litle past nine. Remarkably,
he was still on schedule, but
that didn't matter. He had
decided to close down the
route and take the bus in.

That's when his headlights picked up the figure of a woman running
in the snow, without a hat, gloves, or boots. Although she'd pulled a
shawl over the lightweight jacket and
her clothing offered very lttle protection against the elements. As she.
pressed forward against the driving snow and wind, Grady saw that the
‘woman was very young, no more than twenty. And she was clutching
Something close to her body. What was it? Then Grady saw the baby, a
small bundle wrapped in a faded pink blanket. &

“These people;” Grady sighed, opening the door. The woman
stumbled up the steps, escaping the wind that mercilessly ripped at her
petite frame.

“Look here. Te closed down the routc. Tm taking the bus i
In big gulping sobs the woman laid her story before him, ‘I need help,
please. My husband's gone to Memphis looking for work. Our baby's

sy dress she was wearing,
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don't get help.

Well, T got to go by the hospital on the way back to the garage. You
can ride that far” Grady nodded for her to pay. The woman looked at
the floor, “Well? Pay up and get on to the back of the bus so | can get
out of here

1 don't have the fare;” she said, quickly adding, “but if you let me.
ide, | promise to bring it o you in the morning;
Give an inch, yall want a mile. You know the rules. No mones,
no ridet”
“Oh, please!” the young woman cricd.
She held out the baby to him. Grady recoiled.
Desperately the woman looked for something to bargain with.
Here.” she said, taking off her wedding ring, “Take this. It's gold. But
please don't make me get off this bus.
He opened the door. The winds howled savagely. “Please.” the
woman begged.

I herlittle head. 15 so hot.”

0 on home, now. You young gals get hysterical over a lttle fever.
Nothing. €1l be fine in the morning” As he shut the door the last
sounds he heard were the mother's sobs, the baby’s wail, and the
‘moaning wind.

Grady dismissed the incident until the next morning, when he read
that it had been a record snowfall. His eyes were drawn to a small article
about a colored woman and child found frozen to death on Hall Street.
No one scemed to know where the woman was going or why. No one.
but Grady.

“That gal should have done like I told her and gone on home
turning to the comics.

he said,
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A year later Grady is assigned to the same bus route.
" What do you think will happen?

@ 1t was exactly one year lator, on the anniversary ofthe record
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What will happen now that a new driver has been
assigned to the Hall Street Express?

Q) Tuenty-five yoars later, Ray Hammond,awar hero with twosears of

college, became the first black driver Metro hired. A lot of things had
happened during those two and a half decades to pave the way for Ray's
new job. The military had integrated its forces during the Korean War.
In 1954 the Supreme Court had ruled that segregated schools were
unequal. And one by one, unfair laws were being challenged by civil

ts groups all over the South. Ray had watched the Montgomery bus
boycott with interest, especially the boycott' leader, Dr. Martin Luther
King, It
Ray soon found out that progress on the day-to-day level can be
painfully slow: Ray was given the Hall Street Express.
The white drivers call my route the Blackbird Express.” Ray told
his wife, “Tm the first driver to be given that route as a permancnt

assignment. The others wouldn't take it” &1
“What more did you expect?” his wife answered, tying his bo ti.
“Just do your best so il be easicr for the anes who come behind you.”

In November, Ray worked the three-to-cleven shift "Snow's predicted.
the route manager barked one afternoon. “Close it down if it gets bad
out there, Ray.

The last shif on the Fal Street Express.

Since he was a boy, Ray had heard the story of the haunting of that
bus route. Every first snowfall passengers and drivers testificd that
they'd seen the ghost of Eula Mac Danicls clutching her baby as she
ran through the sno:

‘Good luck with Eula Mac tonight” one of the drivers said, sn
1d

But parked at the cast side loop, staring into the swirling snow mixed

know white folk believed in haints.” Ray shot back,
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Eula Mac sarted to the back of the bus, The rule
No you don't” Ray stopped her.“You
don't havetosit n the back anymore. You book says
can st right up front” no money,
The ghost woman moved to a seat no ride.

closer, but still not too close up front
The baby fretted. The young mother
comforted her as best she could

They rode in silence for a while. Ray checked in the rearvicy mirror
exery now and then. She gave no reflectior

i shoulder, she was there, all right. “Nobody will ever believe this;
‘mumbled. *I don't believe it T

“Things have gotten much better since youive been. . away.” he

said, wishing immediately that he hadi't opened his mouth. Stil he
couldn't—or wouldn't—stop talking.

“Tawe this job to a lttle woman just about your size named Mrs. Rosa
Parks. Down in Montgomery, Alabama, one day, Mrs. Parks refused to
ive up a scat she'd paid for just because she was a colored woman,

but when he looked over
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go. rather than ride a bus.

he con

wed. O yeah, things changed after that Montgomery bus
boycott. This job opened up. More changes are on the way. Get this:
They got an rish Catholic running for President. Now, what do you
think of that?"

About that time Ray pulled the bus over at Seventeenth Strect. The
lights at Gale Hospital sent a welcome message to those in need on such
a frosty night. “This isit”

Eula Mac raised her head. "You'e a kind n

i she said. “Thank you.”
Ray opened the door. The night air gusted up the steps and nipped
at his ankles. Soundlessly, Eula Mac stepped off the bus with her baby.
‘Excuse me;” Ray called politely. “About the bus fare. No need for you
to make a special trip .. back. Consider it a gt
He thought he saw Eula Mac Danicls smile as she vanished ino the
swirling snow, never to be seen again. &
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ANALYZE The Woman in the Snow

1. Recall and Interpret Vihat happens to Eula Mae aftr her bus re with Ray?
Vinat s responsible for the chang? Use detalls from the text o supoort your

2. Vocabutary How does Grady's background expli his lack of compassion”
Does he shaw any signs o feling gy ar sary? Expain,

3. Analyze Viewpoint Talk with  partrer about how hving a thircperson
misclent nanator affects the stry. How would the sory be iferet f the
authorhad witen i sing a frstperson narator?

4. Focus Strategy Make Inferences Chaose a passage that you tik suggests
the story’s message, o heme. Explai 1o a partner the theme you nfer and

the detals that support your nference

Retum to the Text

Reread and Write Vinat quaies ke Ray Hammond a hero? Reread the story

and fnd a east o detals from the text. Wit your giion,
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What Makes a Hero?

Explore how heroes change the woid around them.

Make a Connection

Brainstorming List the names of people who have helped break down barers n
sueh felds as sports, educaton, and employmet. Work n smal goups to expore
How these heroes have changed the wold around the.
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BEFORE READING The Woman in the Snow

short sory by Patricia C. MeKissack P p—
Do oceancs

Analyze Viewpoint Aok qutors
The third-person omisclent naraor el the sory s an outsider, Because e - bppese

naratoris omriscien, or allnawing, he or she can reveal what the characters. Ve
think and fee,include information that the characters do ot know, and descrbe

past and future events.

Although a third-person narrator does o rflect the thoughts and eelings of e

character, he or she may reflect a cutralviewpolnt, For example, tis story s set

in the Sauth,before Afican Americans had egual igts. The cultre affects ow the
narator shares nformation wih th reader.

Thesacator | Grady Bishop had ust been hired a adriverfor Metro Bus Service. | Whataosthe
smmsten e e put o the gray sniform and boarded his b, nothing sral
oemaerig | mattered, not his obesity, ot his poor educaion, ot groving up the
. cleventh child ofthe fown drunk. Drivinggave him paver And paver
e

mattered poc
aons One cold Nevember afternoon Grady clocked in fo th three-o-
et levn shif. Youve ot Tall onight il the route manager,sid

By matter-of factly.

Focus Strategy P Make Inferences.
s you read, ook or new ieas and Informaion tha the authar pravids. Use this
o buildon th inferences you have areacy made.
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Find out what happens when a bus driver goes
down a lonely road one snowy night.

Grady Bishop had just been hired as a driver for Metro Bus Service
When he put on the gray uniform and boarded his bus, nothing
nattered, nothis obeslty not his poor education, no growing up
the cleventh child of the town drunk Driving gave hm power. And
power matered. B

One cold November afternoon Grady clocked in for the three-to-
eleven shift. “Youve got Halltonight Bil,the route manager, aid
matter-of factly

“The Blackbird Bxpress- Grady didnt care who knew about his
nickname for the route. "ot again- He turned around, sapping his hat
againsthis g

Try the HallStret Expres Bily corrected Grads, then hurried on,
cuttng theirconversaion short.“Snow's pedicted. ey o keep on
chedulle, but i i getstoo bad out there, orge it Come on in”

Grady popped.a res stck o gum o his mouth. "You'e the bos,
But tell me. How am 1 posed tostay on schedule? What do those
people care about tme?”

Nost Mietro drivers didn'tlike the Hall Strect assignment in the

best weather, because the road twisted and turned back on itslf like
a rtrcating snake. When sick with icc and snow, it was cven more
hazardous.But Grady had his own reason for hating the route
The Hall Street Express serviced black domestics who rode out o
the fashionable west end in the mornings and back down to the lover
east sdein the evenings

fou know [ can'tstand being a chauffcur for  bunch of colored
‘maids and cooks.” he groused. 1
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