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Timeline Review of the Americas before Revolution:

e The French Revolution and the time of Napoleon upset the
balance of power in Europe, but it also upset the balance of
power in the Americas.

e Recall, that for hundreds of years, European powers held
colonies in the Americas
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The Colonies of Europe, 1750

e By 1750, European nations like
Spain, Great Britain, France and
Portugal still had colonies in the
Americas, but things were about to
change.
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The Colonies of Europe in North America, 1783-1800
e In 1//6, the British colonies of North America fought for their independence

and won. France and Spain still controlled their portion of North America.
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European Colonies In
South America, ~1800

e Spain maintained control of her
colonies in the Americas.
Portugal still controls Brazil. All
this is about to change.
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e In 1792, France lost the colony of Saint Domingue in the Caribbean. In 1803, France sold the
Louisiana Territory to the United States. In other words, France no longer had any colonial
possessions in the Americas by 1803.

e In 1808, France and Spain went to war in Spain. Revolutionaries in the Spanish colonies
chose this moment as a time to fight for their independence. These revolutions became
known as the Latin American Revolutions.

e But before we learn about the fighting that went on in Central America and South America, we
need to learn about what was happening in these colonies that caused the revolutions.
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1. Peninsulares: these people
were born in Spain and were
the top of society in the
colonies. They were the
only ones allowed to hold
office.
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2. Creoles: Of Spanish blood,
born in the AMericas, but
were not allowed to hold
office in colonial
governments. They could
become officers in the army
and own land, however.

Peninsulares
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3. Mestizos and Mulattoes:
Peninsulares mestizos were half Spanish and
half Native American; Mulattoes
were half Spanish and half
African. They had few rights and
often worked as laborers,
merchants, or farmers.

Mestizos ¢<SMulatos: sMestizo
IS ¢ al S el Chuai g Al Cias
el OIS, G i iy ) Ciual Y g
S et ol JleaS Calladl i) slae o AL (5 gia

o)l

(BTG 4] YATCET:
WWW@?W
LR W@S (."llb\'j \'JJI(.NI.<1<PI"J,
WATOT S =T g7 =g

The Structure of Society in the Spanish %&;Lﬂ 'Q;'::';%“ PR GBI




Peninsulares
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4. Native Americans: had
virtually no rights.
Performed the hard labor
on plantations. Their
population had almost
vanished due to disease.
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5. African slaves: had no rights.
Peninsulares Worked in extremely harsh
conditions on plantations.
Kidnapped from africa when the

Native American population
%‘ Creoles decreased due to disease.
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about to be turned upside down by revolution.
e Many of the educated Creoles (the 2nd class), were aware of

t‘ Creoles the Enlightenment ideas of equality and natural rights and
" were tired of not being able to have a say in their
| government. They were also inspired by the revolutions in
| Mestizos & Mulattos .
Mx North America and France.
) 5 jlanin¥) aainall Gl i e 5550 culS <1800 ale ol Bl aa @

‘* r* Native Americans e e L
2 k" opsiil) Sl ale o) Ll Al (e cpilal ga(( Cpiiall Jsa SU (e 22l S @

“ PO —— e As the year 1800 approached, Spanish Colonial Society was

. e 0S5 O e 303N aae (e ) saa s dpmdall (3 58al) 5 31 glsall o
African Slaves e e . N B . . .
AT L85 Al 1Sy jal (&l ) ) (e Wl (50 ) 531 aglinl, agiia oS
e 1800 4T WA MY S, R2RAT =M ial NI
The Structure of Society in the TGP BEBIANTEOIY A IV HICO GlARHA |
Spanish Colonies Before Revolution o (AT MIFS fFHad (fFery (AfFa NofIFw) SISy @33

ATFOF NGBIT AANPS LIV T AHO R
38 OIRA STABI (IS AT T I(A FIS 2T ATGRA|
Ted WTNRHF 432 TS {7218 [ wyanfve
R




