Conpect Across Texls

In "Fear,” o faces Intruders who are trying to break into his-house. In this
magazine article, 8 teen struggies against viokence In his own community.

A Bad
Sicuation

Growing up in Oakland,
California, Antonio Bibb krew
about violence. His community has
been plagued by murders, battles
between gargs, and robbernias, So
when Antorio heard ebout &n anfi-
violence program for high school
students called Teens on Tangst,
b was intrigued. He was in the
severth grade at the time, but
promised himself that when he got
o high school, hed join the group.

Antonio knew lots of kids
who had loat family members io
vinlence, He felt lucky he hadn't,
and he wanied to do something
positive. " feit ke there was no
way to stop violencs, but | hoped
| might be able to changs things
& bit," Anfonio, now 18, says,

Key Yacabulary
introder n, someane who goes
whiere he or she shoold not go
vindence n.. physical action that i
very rough. harmful, and mean

s positive .. good, helplul, fEwoable

He also wanted o show othears
that he was on the side of peace.
"Pretty rmuch every adult on my
dad's side of the family has bean in
ail, including my dad,” Anfonic says,

“BEven when | was young, peopie wens

| Interact with the Text
. 1. Make Connections

starting to judge ma and categorize
me because of that”

Poslitive Start

In his frastiman year, Artonio
joined Teens on Target. By tenth
grade, he was going wall in
school and had become a leader
ir the program. He got to travel
to Maryland for an anti-violence
conference. It was more than an
extracurricular activity to me,”
Antonio says. ! really fel fiks | was
helping to stop younger kids from
making the same mistakes adults
i their families might be making.”

i Cilhimr ‘Words

has been plagued by has had many

inirigued yery interesied

an exiracorricular activity io me someibing
| did omt=ide of school

by Denise Rinaido

Circle a phrase Lthat
papiains how peopke
treatod Antonic. Describo

8 birme winen you fell that
someane judged you before
Ly g0 Lo koow you,

How dies this malp you
understand Antonio?
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Interact with the Text
2 Development of Ideas
Read the caplioh on this
pags. Explain how the

photo and caption help
yoru understand Antonia’s

feelings.

Antondo stands on the street whera
3. Interpret _ his uncle was kilad. I kept thinking
Underling a sentence’in the of my little cousin growing up
second cofurnn that tells without a tather” the teen says.

tiow Antonio reacted to his
urcle's death. How would

responding with rovenge Then, one day durifg his junior Artonio says that he wallked
change ewerything. he had year, Antonio received terrble news,  through the naxt several months
warked for with Teens on R . i : cricay TR
Target? Antonic’s Uricle Michael, with whorm feeling a combination of disbelief
b had bean exiremely close, was and sadness. His family was in
shet and Killed on g strest, in a case turmail, “They were broken,” he
of mistaken identity. says. Sometimes, Artonio had
"Wy father fold me and | didn’t thoughts of revenge —of turning o
believe it." Antonio says. it didn't violance himself and tracking down
really sink in until | flipped on the his uncle's killer. *1 kept thinking of
news and | saw anather one of my my little cousin growing up without
uncles on the air talking about i." a father,” he says,
Hey Yocabulary in Cihar Wands
mevenge o, the act ol eriing in a case of misfaken identity by a killes
snmeane who has hurt you whin i hoaghd he wncle sas somenne else
wink im scem real

in tormoil upiet znd confued
iracking down fimding
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Teen In TurmMmoll

Experts say Antonio’s reaction
was normal for a teen who has lost
a close family member to violence.

"Revenge antasies ans
commaon,” says Kenneth J. Dok,
a professor of psychology at
the Collage of New Rochalla In
Maw York and an expsrt in grief
and dying. "The key, of course,

i helping people not act out on
those fealings.”

Thanks fo his work with Teens
on Target, Artonio understood theat
and did not seek revenge. The
memory of hig uncle, who Antonio
savs was g very powertul ana
positve man,” glso helped.

In the fall of his senior year,
Artanio was starting to feal ke
his old galf, Then, tragedy struck
agaln. *l lost my bast friend in
A gang-related shooting,” ks
savs. Antonio snapped back into
revenge mode, and this time it
WES WOTSE.

"l was ready fo quit Teens on
Target,” he says. | falt like | had to

Key Yocabulary
& reaction o what you think or do
beerase of semething el=e

oet back at somebody, Thare was no
maason for my uncle and my friend to
die, 8nd | was going to do something
about it."

After his best friend was killad,

Amtonio really struggiad with
thoughts of revenge.

15 CrEmead Wonde

griel desp sadness
smapped weni

interact with the Text
4. Development of |deas
Read the heading of this
soclion. Explain whal
yiod Ehink this section of
L articie will be aboul.
Whal othar features of a

magazdng articks does this
papge display?
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10 Che Resouse

Who kept Antanio fram on Target with more passion than
snapping? A woman narmsd sver. He also vowed to serve
Teresa Shartall, Tarasa s the Tesns as an inspiration for his now-
on Target program coordinator fatherless cousin, "Alot of kids tum
with whom Antonio had been to viclence because they see t at
working since his freshman year. school and at home; they don't
She was his teacher, counsalor, have strong role models” Antonic
and friend. says. “I'm trying to be that role

“Terasa reminded me that model for my cousin,”
iote of kids we work with

wiera goirg through the
sama stuation | was, and
that now | was In an even
better position to motivate
them,” Antonlo says. "She
said they'd sea how | was
reacting to my stugtion
and that would reslly help
them out.”

Antonio says ha “tock
what Teresa said and ran
with it. | reglized that wa're
all going to go throwgh pain,
It's what you choose fo do
with it that makes you the
parson you are”

Thi tean threw himself Taresa Shartell (right) helped Amtonio channel his anger over
into his work with Tasns insing his uncle and fiend into heiping others kesp the paace.

Key Wocatulary in D¥har Wonds
« molivale o o give reaon o, snapping doing the srong thing
for inspire. §o stimalate ran with il rezlfy used it really applied i

threw himsell intn his work decided to
work tnilenseky

vowed o sernve as an inspiration [or promised
o act the righd way io help
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ROOC OQuUses

FEAR. if sormeone is afraid to walk downa strest, he or
she may camy a weapon for protection. A better idea is to
talk o someone like a parent. teacher, or counsslor wha
cen help resolve a tense situation peacefully.

STEREOTYPING. Violence can result when peopla are

judiged by their looks, dress, or whom they hang out with.
A better idea is to get o know people before you decide

how you feel about them,

BAD ROLE MODELS. If kids grow up surrounded by
violence, they're going to emulate it. Providing positive
role medels and feaching kids to act peacefully can
pravent future viclencs.

interact with the Text
5. Interpret

Uniderline the idea in

the first calumn on page
202 thal caused Antonio
1o become a betier rale
model. Explain how he can
be a betler role moded now.

6. Development of [deas
Explain Bow the text

box on [his page adds
irepariant information

b the magazine article,
Summariae i1s main points.

A LiIFe’'s WOrk

Antonic plans to devote his
fifa to the fight against violence.
That includes making sure 38 few
peaplke as possible hava to go
through the kind of losses he's
exparienced, Ona of his goals s to
reduce the number of guns on thea
strest. "I it hadn't been so easy

to get guns, | think my uncle would
still be living,” Antonio says.

MNow & high school graduate,
Antonio has continued to work
with Tesns on Target and is
shopping around for a college
to attend, "My fite s pretty blessad

1. Make Connections

Circle phrages thal tell
you gbout Antonio’s goals,
What kind of connection
Can you make to Antonio’s

right new,” he says, "I'm doing

i Othvor Wands
emulaie COYy
dewie dedicate

Eoals?
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Interact with the Text
B. Interpret

Underline three phrasoes or
seniencos thal shme some
ol Antonio’s advice. Explain

his MESSaER N your own axactly what | want to do.” Antonio and videos—some Phat Farm
worde. 5 usad to giving advice to kids. or some Sean John or whatever
“Be a leader. Stop following it is. Just be voursel, The mora
sveryons glse,” he sayvs. "It doesn't you shirs for yvoursel, the mors
matter if you can't buy the stuff you can shing in front of
woul thirk is cool from movias gverybody slsa” <

In Grihar Words

some Fhat Farm or some Sean John popalar
clothies orshoes

Selection Review Violence Hits Home

A. Choose one story detail below and make a connection. |dentify the
connection as Text to Self, Text to Text, or Text to World.

Antonlo knows at a young aga that he wants to work for peace.
Antonle chooses to do what Is right and does not saak revange.,

Connection:

B. Answer the guestions.

1. What features of the magazine article helped you understand
what the writer was saying?

2, If you wrote an email to Antonio, what would you tell him
ahout revenge?
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